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Report of the Faculty Senate
September 30, 2018
The Faculty Senate shall consider, make recommendations, and pass resolutions concerning
matters of university interest, including policies and processes regarding curriculum, academic
programs, research, and Faculty status, and other responsibilities and obligations necessary for
shared governance of Governors State University.
—GSU Faculty Senate Bylaws, Article II, Section 2
It is my pleasure to again report to you on behalf of the University Faculty Senate. Following are
some items you may find of interest:


Senate Actions. At its meeting on September 20, the Faculty Senate approved
appointments to fill vacancies on two new student services committees, amended
our bylaws to create a seat for emeritus faculty and a seat for Unit B faculty and
to recognize a new policy-approval process, heard reports from the university
administration, University Professionals of Illinois, and the Student and Civil
Service Senates, and heard presentations from the Office of Student Disability
Services and the State University Annuitants Association.



The Senate Standing Committees elected chairs and began their work for the
year. IPC reelected Kim Boland-Prom (CHHS); APRC reelected Serena Wadhwa
(CHHS); and UCC elected Catherine Tymkow (CHHS). Special thanks to Beth
Parin (CAS) for her years of service as chair of UCC. In addition, the Policy
Monitoring Committee elected Alli Cipra (COE) as its chair.



The Institutional Policies Committee is following a new approval process this
year, adapted from the successful process followed by the Administrative Policy
Committee. All proposals for new and revised policies will now be open for
community comment on the Portal prior to IPC voting. We hope this will help
foster transparency and smooth the Senate portion of policy approval process.



Academic Council met on September 4. Some items of interest:
 The computer refresh program is almost through offering replacements to faculty and
staff with models through 2011; ITS started a BlackBoard health check this month;
more conference rooms have been given smart tech.
 GSUStar has been streamlined so faculty should be able to input all requested data
within three minutes.
 Notwithstanding overall enrollment declines, there are 209 new freshman admits, an
increase of 10 over last year; 802 new transfer student admits, up 99 from last year;
and 336 new graduate students, down 52 from last year, for a net increase of 57. The
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Director of Admissions is traveling to India to work with recruiters and embassy
officials to try to stem the international enrollment declines.


COE and CHHS Deans’ Searches. The Senate has named faculty slates to the search
committees, which are being chaired by CAS Dean Marak and COB Dean Zhao,
respectively.



SEI Committee. Last year the Senate and UPI approved the report of a joint task force
on SEIs, with recommendations. One recommendation was the creation of a Standing
Senate committee on SEIs, which would include UPI, admin, and student reps. Creating a
new Senate standing committee involves a bylaws amendment. Senate parliamentarian
Bill Kresse is preparing the necessary language.



We have not yet received information about the September donations to the Faculty
Senate Student Scholarship Fund, so I will report further on this item next month. In
the meantime, as we approach the launch of the annual Campus Community Campaign, I
will be fundraising in person. Don’t be surprised if I stop by your office with a donation
form!
Yours in Shared Governance,

President, Faculty Senate

